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CHAP. III.

Of the present pretences of the magicians: how tliey
defend themselves; and some examples of their
practice.

THE magicians, such as acknowledge themselves to
be acquainted with the black art, as we call it, are
not dumb and speechless in their own case; on the
contrary, they defend themselves with the utmost
artifice, have their historical accounts of their
practice, and give the most fair and plausible
sketches of the art itself that can be imagined.

They insist that it is a general mistake, a vulgar
error, and injurious to all the practisers of this
science, to say they have a familiar, as we under-
stand the word, that is, an evil spirit, or that they
deal with the Devil; they own they have access to,
and an intercourse with superior beings, and con-
verse with the world of spirits; but that they are
the good and well-disposed spirits, who are always
beneficent, kind, and ready to do all possible offices
of love to mankind; that they are certainly in-
fluenced from above, and that consequently it is so
far from being true that they are diabolic and
wicked spirits, that on the contrary they are always
employed in matters superior to the nature of the
Infernal spirits; that they do not amuse the world
with fictions, and deceive and abuse the people
that come to them with their inquiries; that they
do not, like the Devil's oracles of old, give ambi-
guous and doubtful answers in the cases and in-
quiries that are brought before them, to cheat and
delude the innocent inquirer; but that they, on the